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sisted of unreasoning observation, and in the earliest beginning
of that stage it must have been very like witchcraft.    The man
who first hit upon the conditions under which fire can be inva-
riably got by rubbing sticks, probably ceased to pray for fire
as he must have prayed when the Jesuit was very uncertain ;
or perhaps the more reverent minds continued to rub and pray;
while the bolder and busiet men gradually discarded their vows
as they became convinced that rubbing was" alone effective*
But this association of cause and effect, of rubbing sticks with
fire, and the like, instead of suggesting the scientific method,
only caused the undisciplined savage experimentalist to specu-
late rashly, to jump at most unwarrantable conclusions, and to
connect together things which have no affinity whatever.    The
imagination of primitive man was limited or steadied by no
true reasoning; one consequence was to him just as likely as
another.    If rubbing a stick produced fire, an utterly amazing
result, without the aid of any sacrifice or other invocation of
gods, why should not two knives laid crossways on a threshold,
or a bit of red string over the lintel of a door, bring down or
avert disease ? or why should not certain charms carved on the
door-post make the whole house collapse ?    All these things
are only questions of experiment, and one successful operation
goes a long wajr to establish confidence in the method. If disease
has once been stopped by incantation, why not always, or at
least usually ?    Especially if a wise woman has cured an ulcer
by applying a few simples, and muttering unknown words, or
has  aveiled  a  hailstorm  by  hanging  up   mystic   rags   and
observing the wind, there are no limits to reasonable faith, in
her.    In this manner the first person who picked up a little
. physical knowledge beyond his fellows was tempted to trade
upon it enormously beyond his real capital, because the bound-
less credulity of his neighbours inspires equal belief in himself,
and if he can do one inexplicable thing he may be able to do
anything else; the peculiarity of his pra tice being that he
does everything without the aid of the gods.    And this it is
that makes him a "Witch as distinguished from the successful -
propitiator of fetich.

"JRTitchcraft is thus supposed to begin when a savage stumbles